
Start the trail at the top of the hill. G
o past the 

church and on your left, as the road bends to the 
south is The O

ld Rectory (1), m
uch altered in 

1803-5 by Rector Robert G
ray, w

ho began the 
addition of a third storey w

hich had to be 
dem

olished in 1839, after high w
inds show

ed it 
had m

ade the building very unstable. Turn back 
and go dow

n the hill. O
n your right, set sidew

ays 
to the road is Church Farm

 (2), once the village 
blacksm

ith’s forge.  Further dow
n stands the 

m
odestly nam

ed Crayke Cottage (3), thought to 
have been built in 1852 as the curate’s house, it 
w

as the birthplace of  W
illiam

 Ralph Inge, w
ho w

as 
D

ean of St Paul’s Cathedral in London from
 

1911-34. 

The O
ld Rectory (1) ⬇

 

Crayke Cottage (3) ⬇
 

Turn right at the bottom
 of the hill and head dow

n W
estw

ay.  This street w
as know

n as School Street 
until relatively recently, as Churton H

all (4) (on your right) w
as the original school house.  O

pened in 
1846, it w

as erected at the expense of the Reverend Edw
ard Churton and other benefactors for the 

free education of boys, later enlarged to take girls.  The rectors w
ere hard taskm

asters, records show
 

a high turnover of schoolm
asters in the 1870s w

ith m
oney, poor school attendance, low

 standards 
and inability to play the organ being cited as problem

s.  Part of the bell tow
er fell dow

n in 1971, after 
being struck by lightning, and in 1972 a new

 school w
as built on the site of the old Village Institute.  

The old school, now
 a private house, becam

e the village hall, nam
ed in m

em
ory of Edw

ard Churton.  
H

ead further dow
n the hill and cross the Easingw

old road.  Behind the hedge on the sm
all green in 

front of you at the corner you w
ill find The Pinfold (5), w

here straying farm
 anim

als w
ere kept after 

being rounded up.  This w
as not the first pinfold in the village.  It w

as built in 1852, after the Reverend 
Churton becam

e exasperated by the noise the anim
als m

ade w
hen held in the original one beside the 

church.  Farm
ers had to pay a fine to both the person w

hose land they had strayed on to, and to the 
pound keeper before the anim

als w
ere released. 

Churton H
all (4) ⬆

 

N
ow

 cross over tow
ards Tow

n End Farm
 and head 

back up W
estw

ay. Looking up the road, you w
ill see 

that, as w
ith m

uch of the village, the original cobbles 
rem

ain in place.  First you w
ill com

e to Tudor Cottage 
(6) w

ith its original tim
ber fram

e, thought to date 
from

 the early 17
th century.  Further up, outside The 

H
om

estead (7), you w
ill also see by the steps to the 

house som
e staddle stones, these w

ere traditional 
rodent proof footings for grain stores.  It w

as built in 
1782 by W

illiam
 Bayston, hence W

B on the gable. 

Tudor Cottage (6) ⬆
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Crayke (the nam
e possibly com

es from
 the Saxon w

ord ‘Creca’, m
eaning crag or rock) has a long history, w

ith archaeological evidence show
ing occupation since N

eolithic tim
es.  It seem

s 
to have been a key staging point on an ancient trackw

ay going north – south.  There is strong evidence of a Saxon settlem
ent, possibly a m

onastery, on the hill. Indeed records show
 that in 

685 Crayke and the land three m
iles around it w

as given to Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, as a resting place on journeys to York.  Thus started Crayke’s long association w
ith D

urham
. 

Local finds include a polished stone axe head, dated to 3000BC, Rom
an pottery (possibly associated w

ith Crayke’s use as an inland signal station built as part of the Rom
an defences in the 

4
th century), a 7

th century pendant, a fragm
ent of a 9

th century stone cross and a curious hastily constructed burial pit containing one fem
ale and fifteen m

ale skeletons. Are they Saxon 
m

onks, plague victim
s or m

aybe victim
s of W

illiam
 the Conqueror’s H

arrying of the N
orth?  The D

om
esday Book (1086) show

s Crayke’s value had halved since the tim
e of Edw

ard the 
Confessor, alm

ost certainly the result of W
illiam

’s actions.  For m
ore inform

ation on Crayke H
istory visit our w

ebsite: w
w

w
.craykehistory.uk 
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H
ead up past The D

urham
 O

x 
(8), onto Brandsby Street.  The 
D

urham
 O

x is over 300 years old 
and is nam

ed after the fam
ous 

Shorthorn O
x of im

m
ense size 

and w
eight.  It also references 

Crayke’s link to D
urham

, to 
w

hich county it belonged until 
1844.  This status m

ade the 
parish a favourite haunt for 
those poaching in the Forest of 
G

altres, as they could escape 
prosecution by York authorities.  
W

hen Crayke had 3 or 4 public 
houses, nam

es such as The 
G

reyhound show
 no attem

pt to 
disguise poaching activities. 

The D
urham

 O
x 

(8) ⬇
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W
alk all the w

ay dow
n to the last house on Brandsby Street on your right (you w

ill need to cross the road 
as there is no pavem

ent).  This is Ivy Farm
 H

ouse (9), w
hich w

as  
 in 1560 (although the plaque on the house dates from

 Stephen Cliff’s tim
e).  G

o a few
 steps dow

n the 
lane beside it to see its tim

ber fram
ing at the rear.  N

ow
 go back across the road and head up into the 

village.  O
n your right you w

ill see several properties of significant age: Rose Cottage (10) and  Priest 
Cottages (11) next door.  Rose Cottage served as a Catholic chapel from

 1794 to 1833 (Catholic w
orship 

being legal again in England in 1791).  H
istorically, Crayke has been a m

ulti-faith village w
ith Anglican, 

Catholic, M
ethodist and Q

uaker buildings at one tim
e or another.  G

o a little further and you com
e to The 

O
ld Bakery (12), originally belonging to Charles H

ogg Builders.  A long established business, it w
as 

responsible for key village w
orks such as enlarging Crayke M

anor in the 1890s for Stephen Cliff, w
ho had 

bought m
ost of Crayke Estate and w

hose fam
ily still ow

n m
uch of it.  The property then becam

e 
Banks’ Bakery.   

N
ow

 head up Key Lane.  This w
as 

originally know
n as Kiln Lane, a clue to 

early pottery w
orks in the village.  O

n 
your left you w

ill see the original 
M

ethodist Chapel, now
 a house.  It w

as 
replaced by the chapel on Church H

ill. 
Turn left at the top and w

alk dow
n to this 

chapel, now
 also a house nam

ed 
W

histling G
reen (13).  It dates from

 1902.  
Looking back up the hill, you w

ill see the 
Village G

reen (14), w
here bonfires w

ere 
held to celebrate key events including 
Q

ueen Victoria’s G
olden Jubilee.  Picture 

postcards  survive of children sledging 
dow

n the hill in the snow
.  In front of you 

is The W
ell (15).  Crayke has m

any natural 
springs and w

ells.  It w
as blocked up in 

1933, w
hen piped w

ater cam
e to the 

village.  Crayke resident M
r H

ogg, w
ho 

w
as born in 1885, recalled a M

r Cooper, 
w

ell sinker, being gassed in it w
hen he 

w
ent dow

n to save his son w
ho had got 

into difficulties. O
nly the boy survived.   
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N
ext head up to W

ellesley Cottage (16) w
ith its 

unusual Flem
ish style brick w

ork, w
ith alternate 

headers and stretchers, previously one of Crayke’s 
pubs, latterly ‘The Rose and Crow

n’ (or just “Crow
n’) 

but once called ‘The G
reyhound’.  At the top of the 

green you com
e to Crayke H

all (17), built in 1747, for 
John Bow

m
an, w

ho cam
e from

 Beverley and bought 
m

uch land in Crayke.  In 1767, Bow
m

an is reputed to 
have persuaded the Bishop of D

urham
 to appoint his 

brother, Thom
as, as rector on the death of the 

incum
bent Reverend Jephson.  The housekeeper had 

been bribed to give Bow
m

an an advantage by placing 
a lighted candle in an upstairs w

indow
 of the rectory 

as soon as Jephson breathed his last. 

Rose Cottage (10) ⬇
 

W
histling  

G
reen 

(13) �
 

The W
ell (15) ⬆

 

W
ellesley Cottage (16) ⬆

 

At the top of the hill stands St Cuthbert’s Church (18).  Take a 
m

om
ent to sit on the bench to the right of the gate in the 

churchyard.  O
n a good day, you can see the tow

ers of York 
M

inster to the south and further off the less edifying sight of 
several pow

er stations.  Cuthbert is said to have founded a 
m

onastery in Crayke around 685.  O
ur church, dating from

 
1436, could be on the site of the earlier m

onastic church 
w

here Cuthbert’s rem
ains w

ere kept for four m
onths in the 

face of Viking attacks on Lindisfarne and the north coast in 
883.  H

is body w
as said to be intact 200 years after his death 

in 687. If you enjoyed the view
 south then you m

ight w
ant to 

take a quick detour dow
n Love Lane, the entrance to w

hich 
is via a couple of steps out of the churchyard to the east.  As 
you head dow

n the lane you w
ill pass a w

ild garden on your 
left.  This w

as the site of the burial pit m
entioned in the 

introduction.  Just through the gate at the end of the lane 
you can sit and enjoy the view

 tow
ards the W

hite H
orse of 

Kilburn, near Sutton Bank. 

Leave the churchyard by the side steps on your left and w
alk 

up to the gates of Crayke Castle (19).  First built in the 
tw

elfth century, probably in tim
ber, it is said to have played 

host to five Plantagenet	kings.		The large im
posing building, 

‘The G
reat Cham

ber’ dates from
 the m

id fifteenth century. 
Ruins of  another late fifteenth century construction can still 
be seen.  Possibly having been besieged in the Civil W

ar, the 
castle w

as slighted and fell into ruin, but w
as restored soon 

after.  The G
reat Cham

ber had electric lights installed in 
1887. Such w

as the excitem
ent in the village, that the village 

children w
ere invited up to see them

.  
This concludes your trail.  There is a pleasant view

point over 
the Vale of York a little further up the road on the left, 
com

plete w
ith a bench.  If you are in need of refreshm

ents, 
there is The D

urham
 O

x in the village for great pub food, or 
the m

any cafes in Easingw
old. Coxw

old, a few
 m

iles aw
ay, 

also has a great pub and a café. 
                                                       ©
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St Cuthbert’s  
Church (18) ⬇

 

Crayke Castle 
(19) ⬅
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