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Minutes of the Meeting of Crayke Parish Council held on 

Tuesday 13th January 2026 

25.55 Present 
Councillors: L Hartley (Chair), C Merritt, J Jefferson, S Featherstone, J Porter, N Jackson, 

T Moverley 
NYC:  N Knapton 
Public:  0 

25.56 Apologies for absence 
 None 

25.57 Declarations of interest 
Cllr Moverley declared an interest in the planning application at Crayke Manor. 

25.58 Previous Minutes 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 14th 
November 2025 as a true record. 

25.59 Open Forum 
 No matters were raised.   

25.60 Community and County Matters 
 NY Councillor Knapton gave the meeting an update on current North Yorkshire Council 

topics. 
1. Budget for 2026/27 is currently being set. There are serious financial pressures due to 

the Rural funding being withdrawn by central government. This is a national issue, and 
it is foreseen that some councils will end up in special measures.  

2. Ongoing pressures with social care, SEN and the NHS together with the cross over of 
care between the Councils and NHS.  

3. Final divisional boundaries will be set this month for the local elections in 2027. It is 
looking likely that Crayke will be in the Hillside division, but this is to be confirmed.    

25.61 Matters in hand 
1. Traffic matters 

a. Cllr Merritt gave an update on the VAS which was located on West Way and the 
max speed recorded was 50mph, previously it was located on Brandsby Street 
and the max speed recorded was 55mph.  

b. Cllr Hartley gave an update following an email of concern received regarding 
Church Hill and the water runoff. Cllrs were advised that Highways have been 
informed and this would be chased up with Cllr Knapton copied in.      Action Clerk 

2. Village Green 
a. As above, Highways will be emailed for an update following our email regarding 

the track.            
3. Sustainable Crayke 

 Cllr Porter gave an update on the group’s activities. The report is appended below. 

4. Dark Skies 

Cllr Merritt gave an update on the Dark Skies and will look at potential events in the 
upcoming months. 

5. HHNL 

The Chair gave an update on HHNL matters.  

6. Defra’s Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL) has been running for the last 5 years 
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and has now been extended for a further 3 years (from 1 April 2026 to 31 March 2029). 
There are grants available for farmland ponds and wetlands.  

7. Emergency Plan 

Clerk presented ideas for sizes of the Emergency Plan cards. It was resolved to 
proceed with the A6 design with up to £60.00 budget for 200 cards.          Action Clerk 

       
25.62 Village matters 

1. Cllr Hartley advised all councillors of the YLCA Councillors Forum which takes place 
online. Clerk to send out regular updates on this to all Cllr’s.  

2. Litter Pick will take place on Saturday 21st March. Cllr Merritt gave a review of stock 
and put forward the need for more stock. It was resolved to purchase this stock.  

3. The Clerk advised that NYC Highways had put forward their urban grass cutting offer 
for 2026/27. It was decided to decline this offer.  

4. It was discussed about the cost of printing for the Sustainable Crayke bulletins, it was 
agreed that this would be better circulated by emails, on the village WhatsApp, the 
council website and on the notice boards.  

    
25.63 Financial matters 

1. It was confirmed that all the bank payments made since the last meeting up to the end 
of 12th January 2026 had been properly authorised. 

2. It was resolved to receive and approve the reports on: 

 The financial position on 31st December 2025 showing the balance at the bank of 
£1,032.50 and the savings account of £6,000.00. 

3. The following receipts and previously approved charges or payments made since the 
last meeting were noted: 

Receipts: 
a. Cashback £0.33 
b. Donation for the Defibrillator Fund £50.00 

   Payments: 

a. National Rock Salt – Road Salt  £162.00 
 inc. VAT £27.00 (27.11.25, Inv 5357)  

b. Clerk Salary (31.11.25) 
c. Amazon – Printer Ink  £47.00 
 Inc. VAT £7.83 (1.12.25, Inv GB500FHXR3OCHI)  

d. Town & Parish Council Websites – Domain & Emails £285.03 
 Inc. £0.00 VAT (18.12.25, Inv 1801513)  

e. Peacocks Salt – Salt Shovel £20.14 
Inc VAT £3.36 (22.12.25, Inv SINV543750)  

f. Clerk Salery (31.12.25)  
  

4. It was resolved to approve the following payments 
a. Amazon – Printer Ink  £47.00 
 Inc. VAT £7.83 (1.12.25, Inv GB500FHXR3OCHI)  

b. Peacocks Salt – Salt Shovel  £20.14 
 Inc VAT £3.36 (22.12.25, Inv SINV543750)  

5. No additional items circulated at the meeting. 

 
25.64 Planning 

1. New applications – to consider and decide upon the following planning applications: 
a. ZB25/02083/CAT application for works to fell a tree in a Conservation Area, T1 ash 

tree at Crayke Hall, Church Hill, Crayke.  
It was resolved to confirm response of Council has no objection to the application. 
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b. ZB25/02268/FUL retrospective application For Retention of Agricultural Track 
Surfacing and Associated Drainage Improvements at Crayke Manor, Crayke 
It was resolved to confirm response of Council objects to the application with the 
comment that the works appear to have caused drainage and flooding issues on 
neighbouring land and the road. The Council is concerned about the repeated use 
of retrospective applications at this site and considers that any approval should be 
subject to conditions to address drainage issues and ensure future compliance with 
planning procedures. 

 
2. Updates to applications  

a. ZB25/02083/CAT - Granted - Works to fell a tree in a Conservation Area, T1 ash 
tree at Crayke Hall, Church Hill, Crayke.  

 
All previous applications are still ‘awaiting decision’ on the Planning Portal. 

25.65 New items and correspondence to note or for decision 

1. Update Policies it was agreed that Cllrs would review the Standing Orders and 
Financial Reg documents for the next meeting.  

2. The clerk has put in place a policies register so we can keep up to date on any 
updates needed and Cllrs will help in reviewing these before they are brought to 
meeting for approval.  

 
25.66 Items for the next agenda or for the Parish News 

1. Next Agenda 
a. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

2. Parish News 
a. Cllr Merritt to put in a notice of the Open Garden’s, the annual litter pick, update 

on Sustainable Crayke news on the website and the new contact details.  

25.67 Next Meeting 

The date for the next meeting was agreed to be held on Tuesday 10th March 2026 starting 
at 19:30 in the Sports Club. 
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Appendices 
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